ACTIVITIES
Write Your Own Contemporary Fairy Tale Scene
Adapting a story for the stage can be an exciting challenge. The author of the book of a musical has to put
a full production onto the page. Give this task to your students! While they may not be quite ready to write
out a full play or musical, guide your students in writing scenes. Students will write a scene from the story of
Cinderella. Your students can be as creative about the details as they so choose. You can use the scene on
the following page as an example.

For Educators
Before Your Students Begin to Write:
1. H
 ave your students complete the following statement: “Cinderella is about ____________.” These
answers can be varied, but make sure to approve each statement. Have them write their themes at the
top of their drafts. This will be a guiding reminder for them to always bring their stories back to their
overarching goal.
2. On another sheet of paper, ask your students to identify the most important events in the scene.
Write these down in chronological order. Try to keep them to a one-sentence response.
3. Next, have them write down all the characters that will appear in their scene. Only write the most
necessary ones.
4. The setting of the scene will be an ancient fairy tale land. This will help your students focus on the scene
at hand and not get bogged down by details.
With all this in mind, your students are ready to put pen to paper!

For Students
Tips for Writing Your Scene!
1. The number-one thing to keep in mind is that scenes in a play should have a beginning, middle and end.
2. S
 tart at the beginning. How does the scene begin? From the start, the audience should know where they
are and who is who.
3. Write the events out in order. Refer to the list of all the most important plot points. It will help you write
what is most essential about each event.
4. T
 hink about what each character wants. How does each character feel about the other characters?
Consider what they like and don’t like. Answering these questions will help you draw out the characters
and their dialogue.
5. W
 rite the end of the scene. The end should be as important as the beginning. The problem you
presented at the beginning of the scene should be addressed by the end. Is the big problem solved?
What is the outcome now?
6. Remember the statement “Cinderella is about _____________.” Whenever you’re having problems
writing out the scene, go back to this statement. If there are parts that don’t relate to your overarching
purpose, then they’re not important.
7. H
 ave fun! When writing a scene, you get to use your imagination and pretend to be the actual characters
in the scene. Try to really think and feel like these characters in your play!
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EDITING AND REFINING
Read the scenes aloud! Unlike a novel, plays are written to be performed. Designate some class time to
read each script, with students cast in the varied roles. Don’t worry about creating a production. Just print
out enough scripts for everyone to follow along. This will help each playwright learn the process of writing a
script. What may work in the form of a literary fairy tale may not work in a play. Discuss the differences and
help your students shape their own Cinderella scenes. After they’ve heard their scenes out loud, encourage
them to go back and edit their scripts. What can they change to make the scene clearer? With a little time
and hard work, your students are on their way to becoming playwrights themselves!

Excerpt from Rodgers + Hammerstein’s Cinderella
MARIE: What would you dream of?
ELLA: An invitation to the ball, I guess.
(MARIE produces the invitation.)
MARIE: Right here. There’s an invitation.
ELLA: But it’s torn.
MARIE: Don’t wait for everything to be perfect,
just go! Now, what else would you dream of?
ELLA: Oh, a white gown, I imagine. A beautiful
white gown sewn up with pearls. And jewels.
And a tiara of diamonds.
MARIE: And on your feet?
ELLA: The most beautiful grosgrain pumps,
I’d imagine.
MARIE: No. Better. The Venetian glass that your stepmother so loves in her trinkets and baubles.
An entire pair of shoes made only of Venetian glass.
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DO YOU KNOW CINDERELLA?
The two most famous literary versions of Cinderella are Aschenputtel by the Brothers Grimm and Cendrillon
by Charles Perrault. But before you read these translations, let’s see what your students already know!
Ask your students to write down what they remember about the story of Cinderella: plot, characters, major
themes and even images. Then ask them to write out a list of things that the stage production may contain:
lights, sets, costumes, music, dancing, etc. No detail should go unnoticed or unimagined! Then have your
students read one or both of the two famous versions of Cinderella (refer to the following weblinks):
Aschenputtel by the Brothers Grimm:
https://www.pookpress.co.uk/aschenputtel-german-cinderella/
Cendrillon by Charles Perrault:
https://sites.pitt.edu/~dash/perrault06.html
Lead your class in a group conversation about the similarities and differences between what they
perceived the story to be and what they’ve just read. You can create a three-column t-chart with the titles:

ASCHENPUTTEL
by the Brothers Grimm

CENDRILLON
by the Brothers Grimm

YOUR CINDERELLA
by You

Begin by asking your students to identify similarities between these three versions. Encourage your
students to recognize elements that make each a quintessential “Cinderella story.” Next, write down all the
differences that make each story so unique. Ask them to think about what surprised them. What are the
differences between their imaginations and the two versions?
Then ask them to look to their own favourite movies, television shows or books. Where do they see the
influence of the Cinderella story?
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DON’T FORGET YOUR GLASS SLIPPER!
As your students learn more about these different stories, encourage them to investigate the context
from which these stories have emerged. Have your students research a country where there is a version
of Cinderella (refer page 12 as a starting point). Start with basic geography, history, culture and customs.
Then ask students to focus more intently on Literature and The Arts, and to make note of how folklore is
perceived by the people of that country. Think of a creative way for your students to present this information.
They can create an informational video, a visual board presentation or maybe a PowerPoint; anything to
communicate their research in a fun and creative way.
Your students can write their own international versions of Cinderella based on their own heritage. Have them
do ample research about their ancestors’ countries. Then have them write their own versions of the story
contextualized by the region they researched. Consider physical environment, daily customs and ideologies
that would affect the telling of this story. Share these stories in class, and have their peers give feedback.
What events and elements made the cut? Why? How did the stories change when put in a completely
different environment?
Regardless of region or race, Cinderella is treasured for its universality. Through these exercises, your
students will have the opportunity to celebrate the uniqueness of different people and places as well as
connect in sharing one of the most well-known stories of all time.
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AFTER THE BALL
After seeing Rodgers + Hammerstein’s Cinderella,
use the following discussion prompts to unpack
the themes, characters and context of the show.
Through this conversation, students will gain a
greater appreciation for their audience experience.

In observing all three characters’ personalities,
why would Gabrielle favour Jean-Michel? What
personality traits between Gabrielle and JeanMichel are complementary?

1. Prince Topher has it all. He is a brave knight, soon
to be king of the kingdom and the most soughtafter bachelor. Unfortunately, he’s still discontent
with his everyday life. What is Prince Topher
specifically struggling with? Why? Can a person
who appears as fortunate as Prince Topher still be
unhappy?

6. Sebastian protects Prince Topher by not sharing
what happens outside the palace, especially
across the river where the poorest people live.
This way, Prince Topher and the palace can live
harmoniously without any conflict. Why doesn’t
Sebastian inform Prince Topher of the kingdom’s
problems? Is it better to be blissfully ignorant or to
know the hard truth?

2. Prince Topher gives Ella a coin in appreciation
of her charity towards Marie, the poor beggar
woman. Identify why Prince Topher does so.
What about Ella’s kind behaviour solicits praise
from Prince Topher? How is Ella compassionate
towards Marie?

7. Marie begins the show as a seemingly disturbed,
poor lady, and then magically transforms into Ella’s
beautiful, decked-out Fairy Godmother. Why
does Marie use this particular disguise as a cover?
What, about the “character” she dons, makes her
plans to help Ella successful?

3. Madame wants her daughters to marry for fortune
and betterment in society rather than for love. Is
she right? What should people consider when
finding a partner? What is most important? Was it
a different consideration for women in Ella’s time
period compared to now?

8. When Ella confirms Gabrielle’s suspicions that she
was, in fact, the mysterious stranger at the ball,
Gabrielle is relieved. Why is that? Why is Gabrielle
so understanding of Ella? Why do Gabrielle and
Ella bond in the sharing of their secrets?

4. With his constant rallying and public speeches
about the disparity between the rich and the
poor, Jean-Michel is considered, by most, to be
a radical. What is a radical? Why is Jean-Michel
considered to be one? What are his ideas about
society? Should things change in the kingdom?
5. Madame wants her daughter, Gabrielle, to marry
Prince Topher, but Gabrielle wants nothing more
than to be with the poor revolutionary, Jean-Michel.
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9. By the end of the story, an orphaned servant has
become a princess. What do you think about this
transformation? Examine the events leading to
this change. How much of the change happened
by the will of an individual versus the help of
others?
10. Is this a “happily ever after”? What makes a
“happily ever after”? How should fairy tales end?

FIGHTING BULLYING: ONE GIANT AT A TIME
“KINDNESS IS PRACTICED NOW IN ALL THE GREAT COURTS. RIDICULE
ISN’T DONE ANYWHERE ANYMORE. IT’S ALL KINDNESS NOW.” – ELLA

Although fairy tales are known for their happilyever-afters, there are sometimes difficult elements
to the story that are meant to teach lessons. In
the show, the audience watches Madame and her
daughters berate Ella for not cleaning fast enough
or not being good enough. Bullying is certainly
a topic that students can relate to, whether they
have been the victim, the perpetrator or a witness.
Students will have plenty of thoughts and opinions
about this growing problem.
Lead your class in a group discussion about bullying
and how it relates to the production. Have them
first identify examples of bullying in the play. Below,
you’ll find an excerpt from a scene between Madame
and Ella. Use this example and what your students
remember from the production to cite instances of
bullying. Ask them to describe what effects those
phrases and actions have on Ella as she progresses
through the story. Does she lose self-confidence?
How does she regain it? How does Ella fight for her
dreams in the face of being bullied?

Finally, ask the students to include another role
(perhaps even one of Ella’s stepsisters) in which
the witnesses change from being a bystander to an
upstander.
Lastly, lead your class in a discussion about the
differences between the scenarios. Why does
Madame treat Ella so poorly in the musical? Is there
a way for Madame to get what she wants without
having to resort to her bullying ways? In their new
versions, what are some solutions your students
came up with that are applicable in their own lives?
Ask your students, “What can you do?”

EXCERPT FROM RODGERS +
HAMMERSTEIN’S CINDERELLA:
PERSON 1: Clean up this porch and use
this old bag of rags.
(PERSON 1 kicks the bag of rags over, and a
coat falls out.)

What Can You Do?
Give the scene on this page to your students to
act out. Cast students in the two roles. Have them
practice the scene for 10 minutes. After rehearsal,
have one pair perform the scene in front of the class,
and have the rest of the class respond and identify
what is bullying behaviour.
Next, think of some solutions. What could Ella do?
Have the students resume in their groups to plot out
a change to the script where Ella reacts. Students
should come up with practical and constructive
solutions for Ella to face her bully.
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(PERSON 2 picks up the coat.)
PERSON 2: That’s not a rag, that’s my
father’s coat!
PERSON 1: : It’s a rag now.
PERSON 2 But it’s all I have to remember
him by.
(PERSON 1 picks up the coat and rips it.)
PERSON 1: Clean the porch with this rag.

THE CRUMPLED HEART
The Crumpled Heart is an activity that was developed to demonstrate the effects of bullying.
Give each student a piece of paper that is shaped like a heart. Make sure you point out how perfect the
paper is.
Tell the students that they are going to pretend to be Ella’s stepmother and stepsisters. They are going to
quote some of the mean things that are said to Ella in the play and each time they do, they need to make
folds or small scrunches in the paper until the paper is fully folded or completely scrunched up.
Then, tell the students they are going to apologise to Ella. Each time they say sorry or say something nice
about Ella, they are going to unfold or un-scrunch a bit of the paper until it is completely open.
Ask the students:
1.

Is the paper heart the same as it was before?

2.	Even when we apologised or said nice things, were we able to change the paper
to how it was before?
Explain to the students that this is how bullying works; that someone can apologise for bullying or saying
something mean to someone, but the effect of bullying can stay with someone.
You can extend this activity by taking the scrunched-up heart and a fresh heart and gluing both to a bigger
piece of paper. Next to the scrunched-up heart, the students can write words or quotes from the play as
examples of the bullying that Ella endures. Next to the fresh heart, the students can write ways in which
Ella could have been treated as an alternative to this bullying. This can be used as a prompt to explore
relationships with others.

Additional resources relating to respectful relationships:
https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/resources/curriculum-connections/portfolios/respect-matters/
https://education.ourwatch.org.au/
https://kidshelpline.com.au/teens/issues/bullying
Kids Helpline: 1800 55 1800
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“RIDICULE”
“Ridicule” is a game played at the court where two opponents take turns saying something bad about the
other. In a court where such a game exists, how can one expect the problem of bullying to change? Ella is the
first to defy the rules of the game and instead offers a compliment to her bully, Madame.
Play a version of “Ridicule”, but with Ella’s twist. Let’s change it to “Kindness!” Have your students stand
in front of the class in pairs, one pair at a time. They will take turns giving one another compliments. Each
student gets three compliments. Encourage your students to be as specific and kind as possible. This exercise
will help your kids see that it’s more than okay to be kind; it’s a celebration!

Forgiveness – The Three Steps.
Ella is often treated with disrespect and unkindness by her stepmother and stepsisters and, yet, Ella finds it
in her heart to forgive them for their words and actions. Because of Ella’s forgiving nature she is unburdened
by thoughts of revenge and bitterness. In many respects she is empowered by her ability to move on
with her life.
Ask your students to consider a time when they have been treated unkindly. Ask them to recall the
circumstances that lead to this situation or event. Did the perpetrator/s have a particular motivation for
behaving this way? What did they say? How did they say it? What did they do? Students might like to share
these experiences with the class or in smaller groups.
Ask the students to consider how they might use the following three steps to achieving forgiveness:

Step 1: Identify

Ask students to identify the hurt and pain they felt in this moment

Step 2. Acknowledge

Ask students to consider how this hurt and pain made them feel.
Are they prepared to forgive this person/people for their words/actions?

Step 3. Accept

Ask the students to consider if they can forgive the offender/s for the hurt they have caused.
Ask them to consider how this act of forgiveness might empower them.
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AM I PERFECT FOR THE BALL?
Ella may have been given new dresses and some magic styling, but her newfound confidence is the real
makeover. Many young people may feel inadequate with their physical appearance or their body image.
Particularly, young women are inundated with images of models on magazine covers that are airbrushed
or digitally enhanced, perpetuating the idea of a “perfect body.” Even in the Brothers Grimm version
of Cinderella, the Stepsisters gruesomely cut off parts of their feet so they may fit perfectly into the
glass slipper.
Have your students discuss these ideas. What is the “perfect body?” What do they feel when they
see pictures of models in magazines? Is it important to have a specific body type? How do these magazine
images affect young people? Are these images dangerous?

Media Manipulation

Ask your students to explore how the media (internet, magazines, television, film, etc.) portrays women and
men. What images are most prevalent? Have them create a list of one-word adjectives of what the media
suggests a “normal” body type is. Then have them add the qualities that the media suggests are the most
important for people in their own age group.
Next, students should create a list of what they think the “normal” body type should be. Add to the list what
they believe and want the most important qualities to be for their peers. This exercise will help students learn
more about how media and advertising works and, hopefully, help them form their own opinions and learn to
disregard the media’s mighty influence.
Collect a lot of magazines. Age-appropriate fashion magazines will work, but focus more on magazines
where candid photos may be found. Think National Geographic or Time magazine. Have students find as
many photos as possible of people of different shapes and sizes. Cut them out and glue them to a large
poster board and make a collage. The more photos you find, the better. Hopefully by assembling a collage
of different people, your students will realize how diverse the world is, especially when it comes to the body.

“IF I HAD A BALL GOWN, I THINK I MIGHT
LOOK SORT OF NICE.” – ELLA
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WHAT WILL I WEAR?
Tell your students they are now Cinderella’s Fairy Godmothers, and they must help Cinderella get ready for
the ball. They need to design what she will wear and how she will arrive at the ball.
After the students have finished their designs, have the students create an advertisement for this ‘look’.
Share the advertisements with the class.
Discussion:
1. When designing Cinderella’s ‘look’ for the ball, we often default to the fanciest appearance. Why is this?
2. Why is there an emphasis placed on ‘appropriate attire’ for a royal ball?
3. If Cinderella had gone to the ball dressed in her normal clothes, what might’ve been the reaction?
4. Should there have been an expectation for her to dress a certain way?
5. Have you ever felt pressured to dress a certain way?
6. What causes this feeling of pressure?
7. What would the world look like if we didn’t feel pressured to look or dress a certain way?
Then, have the students re-design Cinderella’s look according to what they think she’d be comfortable
wearing.
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HOPES AND DREAMS
Give each student an outline of a person. Have your students choose one character each from the play.
Within the outline of the body, have your students note the hopes and dreams of the character as outlined
in the script in one colour. Then, in another colour, have them note the hopes and dreams they assume this
character has.
As a continuation of this activity, have your students interview a family member about their hopes and
dreams. You may also wish to ask the students themselves to note their own hopes and dreams. Then, use
these answers to compare and contrast with the characters in the play. Are there hopes and dreams that are
shared? Are there any that are different? How have societal expectations contributed to this? Discuss why
this might be.
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CINDERFELLA
Cinderfella was a film released in 1960 which presented the story of Cinderella where the character roles were
attributed to the opposite gender. For example, the title role, Fella, was played by Jerry Lewis.
In groups, have students prepare their own script version of the story of Cinderella in which gendered roles
are reversed. Students should prepare to present their version to the class.
After watching these versions, discuss with the students what changed from the original versions to this
version. How were things presented differently? Why were they presented differently? Should these versions
look any different?

Writing Her Own Ending

In the story of Cinderella, Ella is saved by marrying the prince. Have your students re-write the end of the
story of Cinderella, where Ella saves herself.
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WHO’S BEHIND THE MASK?
Appearances Can Be Deceiving!

As we journey through this story, we learn you can never judge a book by its cover. At the beginning of the
show, Marie seems like an eccentric poor woman, but she later transforms into Ella’s beautiful and enchanted
Fairy Godmother. Gabrielle first acts like a mean stepsister in line to marry Prince Topher, but she’s really just
in love with Jean-Michel and would rather be ladling soup to the poor. Prince Topher is the most handsome
and valiant bachelor in the kingdom, but from the very beginning, we learn he’s a bit mopey and lacks selfconfidence. Appearances indeed can be deceiving!

Is That Really You?

Have your students research a popular person in history and designate a day for them to perform and emulate
their characters in class! Great examples are Martin Luther King Jr., Catherine the Great, Marie Curie,
Albert Einstein, Rosa Parks, Abraham Lincoln, Amelia Earhart, Muhammad Ali, or any other figure who
was known for their occupation or an important event. Alternatively, you might like your students to focus
on famous Australian personalities such as Catherine Livingstone, Neville Bonner, Oodgeroo Noonuccal,
Don Bradman, Evonne Goolagong Cawley, Chris Hemsworth, Dame Nellie Melba, etc. Encourage your
students to investigate all facets of this person: their strengths, weaknesses, likes, dislikes, etc. Be sure to have
them focus on surprising elements of their characters’ personalities or lives that may contradict their public
personas. Give each student five minutes to perform as their researched characters. By having your students
enact these people, they will experientially understand how people can often be different from how they’re
perceived.

Credit: Carol Rosegg - Original Broadway Production
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DON’T JUDGE A BOOK BY ITS COVER
Using the research from the previous activity, have students create a book based on their character or person
of fame! This is a great opportunity for your students to flex their creative muscles.
Create a 10-page book of the person they’ve researched. Begin with the cover. In the centre, they can paste
a photo of that person. Around it, attach or draw elements that indicate what most people would know about
the person. For instance, for a book about Evonne Goolagong, one may adorn the cover with pictures of
tennis rackets and other tennis paraphernalia. Once they’ve decorated the cover, fill the next nine pages with
lesser-known information about their person. Each page can be dedicated to one surprising fact about that
person. They can cut out and attach photos or draw images of that unique fact.
With this book, your students can truly show how you can never judge a book by its cover!

Overcoming Adversity
In the story of Cinderella, Ella overcomes adversity to find her happily ever after. There have been many
individuals throughout history who have also worked hard to face and overcome adversity. For example,
Nelson Mandela, Jesse Owens, Malala Yousafzai, Greta Thunberg, 2021 Australian of the Year Grace Tame
and more. Students might recall adversities experienced by the famous person they researched in the previous
activity – ‘Is That Really You?’. All of these figures share similar qualities that helped these individuals face
adversity.
Have your students discuss what these qualities are. Ask the students:
What is resilience? What does it mean to be resilient? How can individuals draw on resilience during the most
challenging of times? Use this discussion as a prompt to explore coping strategies for challenging situations.
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STEP BY STEP
In the story of Cinderella, we meet a stepmother that is portrayed as being wicked. This stereotype has been
accorded stepmothers across several fairy tales, including Snow White and Hansel and Gretel. Families today
around the world include stepparents and we see stepmothers treating stepchildren with love. Why, then,
does this stereotype still exist?

See, Think, Wonder
See, Think, Wonder (from Harvard’s Project Zero) is an excellent way to prompt thoughtful discussions about
the stepmother stereotype.
Show your students an image of the stepmother from Cinderella.
Have the students note on a piece of paper what they see in the picture. At this point, students should
provide quite literal answers. For example, a person, brown hair, a green dress, etc.
Then, have the students note what they think is happening or appearing in the picture.
For example, I think this is Cinderella’s stepmother.
Finally, have the students note what they wonder about the image. For example, I wonder what she is thinking?
Share the answers as a class for each question: see, think, wonder. When you reach the section on wonder,
pay particular attention to the questions that are asked. Use them to prompt a discussion about the complex
thoughts and experiences of the stepmother.
Ask the students what a stepmother is. Discuss the notion of choosing to become a mother to a child. Have
the students create a word cloud using the words they would associate with a stepmother. Use the students’
word clouds to prompt a discussion on the difference between the stereotype portrayed in Cinderella and
their own views of stepmothers.
Families come in all shapes and sizes. Cinderella is a story that reminds us to re-think the conventional image
of a nuclear family.
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CELEBRATING DIVERSITY
Have your students draw a picture of a family. Once the students have finished their pictures, have the
students present their pictures to the class. Discuss the various family images presented. Are they all the
same? Are they different?
Show the students some images of different kinds of families. You may wish to include images of families with
two mums or two dads, families with one parent, families with stepparents and stepchildren, etc.
Ask the students if they know people in their own lives with families like these. Discuss what makes a family.

Family Soup

After discussing what makes a family, have the students write a recipe for a ‘family soup’. What are the main
ingredients? How do we mix them together?
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CAST YOUR BALLOT!
“FRIENDS, THERE IS A WAY. IN ANCIENT GREECE, IN
THE CITY OF ATHENS, THEY DEVISED A RULING THAT
WAS FAIR TO EVERYONE. EVERYONE... VOTED.” – ELLA

In Prince Topher’s palace, a constitutional monarchy rules the kingdom. This form of government places
power in the hands of one ruler, who ultimately makes decisions on behalf of the people. Jean-Michel defends
the rights of the poor. His methodology represents socialism, where everyone gets the same rights and no
one rules over the other. In the musical, eventually the townspeople are granted the opportunity to vote for
the first Prime Minister of the kingdom, introducing democracy – a form of government where everyone
gets a vote.
Have your students research different forms of government. Divide your class into three groups. Assign
a method of government to each of the groups: constitutional monarchy, socialism and democracy. After
they’ve researched these governments, have each group introduce their structure of governance and have
them implement it into the classroom. They should have free reign to govern the class according to their
principles. (Within reason and at the educator’s discretion! For example, classmates in a democracy can vote
on “Cupcake Fridays,” etc.) At the end of the cycle, ask your students to compare the three forms. What
works? What doesn’t work? How do the other students feel in this government? Have your students decide
which form of government best suits their needs.

What Is Class?
Oxford Learners Dictionaries define ‘class’ as “one of the groups of people in a society that are thought of
as being at the same social or economic level”. This could be defined as different things, such as the working
class, middle class or upper class. In the case of the story of Cinderella, there is also a clear social divide of
classes. This is best expressed by Jean-Michel, who openly protests about the divide between the rich and
the poor.
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THE CLASS DIVIDE
In the play, Jean-Michel is very concerned with the rights of the poor.
As a class, make a mind-map, showing what the challenges for less fortunate people may be and discuss how
these matters may be resolved on a global and local scale.
As a class, choose one local scale idea to enact.

Causes Of Class

Have your students research the class divide in Australia. Use this as a prompt to compare the differences
in the class divide expressed in the story of Cinderella and today. Students should discuss what causes class
division.

Working Class Man

What does it mean to be a working-class person in Australia? In a modern sense, this is expressed in the
Australian classic song Working Class Man by Jimmy Barnes. Listen to the song and explore the lyrics with
your class (refer weblink below):
https://www..youtube.com/watch?v=UaTklXlRHrw
Have the students identify what in the song helps classify the titular figure as a member of the working class in
Australia and what this means. Have your students write their own poem or song, describing what a member
of the poorer class in the story of Cinderella would be like. Have the students present these to the class and
discuss the differences.

30

DEMOCRACY IN AUSTRALIA
Australia is a constitutional monarchy. We have three branches of government: judicial, executive and
legislative. In our constitutional monarchy, the monarch’s powers are limited and they act as the head of
state, rather than as the head of government. Australia’s current head of state is Queen Elizabeth II. The
monarch, upon advice from the Australian Prime Minister, will appoint a Governor-General. It is the role
of the Governor-General to be the representative of the monarch in Australia. The Governor-General
has certain executive government powers as outlined in the constitution and as provided through Acts of
Parliament. The constitution gives a monarch the right to block an Act of Parliament.
Australia is also a democratic country. Members of parliament are elected to represent their constituents by
free elections. There are two forms of parliament in Australia: federal and state or territory. This means there
are 9 parliaments in Australia, including one federal parliament, 6 state parliaments and 2 territory legislative
assemblies. It is the role of the federal parliament to oversee national matters (for example, defence) and
the state parliaments oversee state matters (for example, state education systems). In Australia, voting is
compulsory for those over the age of 18.
It is important to note that although Australia is a democracy, not all members of the Australian public over
the age of 18 have always had the right to vote.

Classroom Politics

Hold an election in your classroom! This may be a long-term process, but with the right steps, students can
really benefit from understanding how an election process in Australia works. Students should extensively
research the election campaign and voting process. Then set dates for having an election.
After your culminating election day, have your students debrief about what they’ve learned. How does the
electoral process work? Is the process fair and balanced? Is there another way in which people could vote for
our nation’s leaders? What would you change about the campaign trail? With a greater understanding of the
electoral process, students will become more engaged in the way our country makes important decisions.

Additional resources relating to the Australian democratic system and divisions of
class:
https://www.moadoph.gov.au/democracy/australian-democracy/#
http://static.moadoph.gov.au/ophgovau/media/docs/learning/HoD-I-can-make-a-difference-4-6.pdf
https://revisesociology.com/2016/08/04/social-class-definition-introduction/
https://study.com/academy/lesson/australian-social-class-system.html
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DREAMS DO COME TRUE!
“IMPOSSIBLE THINGS ARE HAPPENING EVERY DAY.” – MARIE

When all the waltzing and magic is said and done, Ella’s wishes do come true! It is important to have dreams,
and to achieve a “happily ever after,” one must work hard. Lead your students in an exercise, asking them to
write down their dreams and goals. Work backwards! What is their dream for 20 years from now? What is their
dream for 10 years from now? What is their dream for 5 years from now? What is their dream for 1 year from
now? By creating a timeline, your students will get a head start on working towards their goals and dreams.

A Magical Dreamboard
Help your students visualise their dreams through a ‘dreamboard’. They might like to use PowerPoint for this
purpose or create a visual display on corkboard, using safety pins and any items that represent their goals and
ambitions. These items can include magazine clippings, small trinkets, or inspirational quotes; anything that
will motivate a student at a short glance. Encourage them to be creative in the design of their PowerPoints
or boards. Ask the students to present their dreamboards to the class. Each student should explain each item
they included on their dreamboard to the class. Discuss with your students the power of visual prompts in
setting and achieving goals.

Credit: Carol Rosegg - Original Broadway Production
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TRANSFORMATIONS
Cinderella is a story filled with magical transformations, both literal and metaphorical. Get your students to
brainstorm the various transformations that are referenced in the story. Ask your students to consider how
these various transformations foreshadow Ella’s transformation at the end of the story. Students might like to
explore the concept of transformation through the following activities.

Transforming Objects
Gather a bunch of objects (i.e. a piece of rope, a sheet of fabric, a hula hoop, etc.). Get the students to stand
in a circle. Ask the students to pass an object (selected by the teacher) around the circle. Before they pass
the object, ask the students to create a short scene in which the object is transformed into something (i.e. a
piece of rope might become a snake, a long piece of spaghetti or a tie). The students should not state what
the object has transformed into. They should instead attempt to allude to it through their actions and words
(i.e. “be careful…I don’t know if it’s venomous”). Encourage the students to be bold in their offers. Once the
students have run out of ideas, swap the object for another. Once they have explored the different ways the
objects can be transformed, ask the students to work in small groups. Give each group one of the objects and
get them to create a small scene in which their object must transform throughout the scene. Get the students
to present their performances to the class for feedback and discussion.

Transforming Characters
Once the students have had an opportunity to explore the ways objects can transform, ask the students to
consider the ways that they might transform character. Remind the students how Marie starts off as a senile
poor woman, but magically transforms into Ella’s wise and compassionate Fairy Godmother. Ask the students
to consider how the actor manipulates their expressive skills (voice, movement, gesture and facial expression)
to achieve this transformation. Ask the students to work with a partner to create a scene in which one or both
characters in the scene transform. You might give your students a scenario for this i.e. two witches/wizards
have a spell competition and transform each other into different characters. Ask the students to consider
the different techniques they might use to transform i.e. they might disappear behind a screen and reappear
as their other character, or they might spin or morph into their new character. Get the students to rehearse
their transformation performances and then ask them to present their work to the class for feedback and
discussion.
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