CONNECTIONS TO THE
AUSTRALIAN CURRICULUM
ENGLISH
The study of English helps create confident communicators, imaginative thinkers and informed citizens
… individuals learn to analyse, understand, communicate and build relationships with others and with
the world around them. They understand how language features and language patterns can be used for
emphasis.
Figurative language techniques are used throughout the musical, including alliteration and hyperbole for
emphatic effect, enhancing the exaggerated nature of the characters, setting and plot.
They compare and analyse information in different texts, explaining literal and implied meaning.
In the musical, a number of interactions between different characters take place, raising questions about those
characters’ backgrounds. In some of the activities in this guide, students are encouraged to discuss the societal
issues raised in the performance, such as poverty and bullying and examine persuasive arguments relating to
these issues.
They understand how the use of text structures can achieve particular effects and can analyse and explain
how language features, images and vocabulary are used by different authors to represent ideas, characters
and events.
Students investigate the musical in order to compare different methods of conveying content and expression.

THE ARTS
In the Australian Curriculum, The Arts is a learning area that draws together related but distinct art forms.
While these art forms have close relationships and are often used in interrelated ways, each involves
different approaches to arts practices and critical and creative thinking that reflect distinct bodies of
knowledge, understanding and skills.
The activities in this guide have been developed to offer students rich opportunities to engage with the
production, as well as gain learning and practice in the Arts subjects.
The Arts have the capacity to engage, inspire and enrich all students, exciting the imagination and
encouraging them to reach their creative and expressive potential.
The Arts activities in this guide aim to provide opportunities for students to develop their burgeoning artistic
abilities.
The five Arts subjects in the Australian Curriculum provide opportunities for students to learn how
to create, design, represent, communicate and share their imagined and conceptual ideas, emotions,
observations and experiences.
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These resources have been developed with a range of activities that are relevant to the Arts subjects.
Rich in tradition, the Arts play a major role in the development and expression of cultures and
communities, locally, nationally and globally. Students communicate ideas in current, traditional and
emerging forms and use arts knowledge and understanding to make sense of their world. Through The
Arts, students learn to express their ideas, thoughts and opinions as they discover and interpret the
world.
Cinderella explores a specific cultural and community context that will allow students to examine pertinent
themes, as well as social and historical issues. The activities in this guide have been developed to offer
opportunities for students to use Arts practices to communicate these discoveries.
Arts learning provides students with opportunities to engage with creative industries and arts
professionals. The Arts entertain, challenge, provoke responses and enrich our knowledge of self,
communities, world cultures and histories.
Recent studies show that students who are exposed to performance experiences have enhanced literary
knowledge, tolerance and empathy*. It is important for schools to consider the overwhelming benefits of
student exposure and engagement with quality productions. Cinderella is a highly crafted production that
offers considerable opportunities for students to engage with arts professionals. The standard of the creative
artists involved in every aspect of this production is exceptional and provides significant opportunities for
students to be entertained, challenged and enriched.
The Arts contribute to the development of confident and creative individuals, nurturing and challenging
active and informed citizens. Learning in the Arts is based on cognitive, affective and sensory/kinesthetic
response to arts practices as students revisit increasingly complex content, skills and processes with
developing confidence and sophistication across their years of learning.
The activities in this guide are designed to give kinesthetic Arts experiences that will develop students’ creativity
and confidence.
In the Australian Curriculum the Arts aims to develop students’:
•	creativity, critical thinking, aesthetic knowledge and understanding about arts practices, through
making and responding to artworks with increasing self-confidence
•		arts knowledge and skills to communicate ideas; they value and share their arts and life experiences
by representing, expressing and communicating ideas, imagination and observations about their
individual and collective worlds to others in meaningful ways
•	use of innovative arts practices with available and emerging technologies, to express and represent
ideas, while displaying empathy for multiple viewpoints
•	understanding of local, regional and global cultures, and their arts histories and traditions, through
engaging with the worlds of artists, artworks, audiences and arts professions.
The education resources contained in this guide are designed to address the specific aims of the Australian
Curriculum. Students will have opportunities to engage with learning opportunities that will develop the key
skills and knowledge referenced above.

*University of Arkansas Department of Education Reform.
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The activities in this guide offer rich opportunities for students
to engage in the following ACARA General Capabilities
LITERACY
•
•
•
•
•
•

Comprehending texts through listening, reading and viewing
Composing texts through speaking, writing and creating
Text knowledge
Grammar knowledge
Word knowledge
Visual knowledge

CRITICAL AND CREATIVE THINKING
•
•
•
•

Inquiring – Identifying, exploring and organising information and ideas
Generating ideas, possibilities and actions
Reflecting on thinking and processes
Analysing, synthesising and evaluating reasoning and procedures

PERSONAL AND SOCIAL CAPABILITY
•
•
•
•

Self-awareness
Self-management
Social awareness
Social management

INTERCULTURAL UNDERSTANDING
• Interacting and empathising with others

ETHICAL UNDERSTANDING

• Understanding ethical concepts and issues
• Reasoning in decision making and actions
• Exploring values, rights and responsibilities
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Thank you to iTheatrics for their permission to adapt their comprehensive
Broadway production education materials for Australian students.
The Broadway education materials were written by Vichet Chum
along with the following contributing editors Marty Johnson and Lindsay Weiner Lupi.
The managing editor was Susan Fuller.
In this adaption we would like to acknowledge the Broadway team along with contributors
Carol Rosegg whose Broadway production photos have been used and William Ivey for his
Costume Sketches. We would also like to thank Eli Erez (Head of Drama, Bialik College)
and Reyzl Zylberman (Director of Jewish Studies and LOTE, Sholem Aleichem College)
for their adaptation of the materials for Australian audiences.

ELI EREZ

Eli Erez is the Head of Drama at Bialik College and has been a Drama educator for over 20 years. He
served on the Drama Victoria committee of management between 2004 and 2019 in various capacities
and has worked in various roles for the VCAA; in curriculum development, as an examination panel
member, and as an assessor of the Drama and Theatre Studies performance exams. Eli has facilitated
workshops at Drama Victoria Conferences, Arts Centre Melbourne, Melbourne Theatre Company,
Malthouse Theatre and St. Martins Youth Arts Centre. He has developed numerous education resources
for the Melbourne International Arts Festival and musical performances including Jersey Boys, Charlie
and the Chocolate Factory and Come From Away. Eli has also worked professionally as a director, writer,
set designer, performer, and puppeteer. In his role as Head of Drama at Bialik College he has directed
numerous school productions, musicals and events.

REYZL ZYLBERMAN

Reyzl Zylberman is an educator, teaching across both primary and secondary levels. She is the Director
of Jewish Studies and LOTE at Sholem Aleichem College in Melbourne, Australia. She also teaches
Yiddish to students from around the world with The Workers Circle (New York City). She has a BA/B.
Ed and Honours (Arts) Degree from Monash University. Reyzl takes great pride in her community work
for a variety of organisations, including theatre production, event coordination, publications, mentoring
youth leaders, and through her role as an AFL Multicultural Community Ambassador. She has been
involved in the production of two books and a CD in Yiddish editing and typing roles. A lover of music
and musical theatre, Reyzl is a co-founder of Melbourne’s Yiddish choir, Mir Kumen On.
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