CINDERELLA IS BORN:
The Origins of the Cinderella Story
CHARLES PERRAULT (France)
French writer Charles Perrault laid important groundwork for the form
and was also one of the first writers to pen a story of Cinderella. Perrault
had spent most of his time advocating modern work and serving for the
Academie francaise. At the age of 67, he lost his post and devoted the
rest of his life to his children. In 1697, he published Histoires ou Contes
du Temps passé (Tales and Stories of the Past with Morals), subtitled Les
Contes de ma Mère l’Oye (Tales of Mother Goose), a collection of ancient
tales and one of the most important pieces of literature of all time. The
collection contained such legendary tales as The Master Cat; or, Puss
in Boots, The Sleeping Beauty in the Wood, Little Red Riding Hood and one of the most famous
versions of Cinderella, entitled Cendrillon; or The Little Glass Slipper. Although these weren’t new
stories, Perrault helped to preserve them in the literary tradition for generations to come.

THE BROTHERS GRIMM (Germany)
No other literary figures had a greater impact on the genre of fairy
tales than Germany’s Jacob and Wilhelm Grimm, famously known
as the Brothers Grimm. While attending the University of Marburg,
the brothers were instructed by Friedrich von Savigny, who sparked
their interest in medieval German literature and other folklore.
Meanwhile, the German Romantic movement was on the rise, seeking
to bring literature back to nature. National pride rose with a special
interest in folklore.
Influenced by both Charles Perrault and Johann Karl August
Musäus, a fellow German who had written a collection of folktales between 1782 and 1787, the
brothers began to collect German songs and tales. They gathered most of their stories from
peasants but also from middle-class and aristocratic acquaintances. In 1812, they published
Kinder-und Hausmärchen (Children’s and Household Tales), their first collection of stories. Some
of their most famous tales include Rapunzel, Hansel and Gretel, Snow White and the Seven
Dwarfs, and Aschenputtel (Cinderella). Between 1816 and 1818, they published Deutsche Sagen
(German Legends) and Altdeutsche Wälder (Old German Forests). From 1812 to 1857, the brothers
continued to publish and rework their collection of fairy tales.
Today, fairy tales from the Brothers Grimm can be found in over 100 different languages and
continue to be the source material for books, movies, television, theater, etc. Their ability to convey
universal themes through a child’s imagination has helped to bring their stories to audiences of all
ages. While they did not live to see their stories retold in thousands of different versions, their legacy
is invaluable.
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